
Unit of work – Varjak Paw

• To predict what the book will be about.











• Varjak Paw (2003) is a novel by the British author S. F. Said and illustrated by Dave McKean.[1] The illustrations in this book have a dark "gothic" quality. The novel received 
the 2003 Smarties Gold Award for the 6–8 years range[2] and has been adapted for other media.

• Characters
• Varjak Paw, a very young kitten and the main protagonist of the story

• Jalal the Paw, A Mesopotamian blue cat who ventured out into the Outside and found a home with the Countessa.

• Elder Paw, Varjak's grandfather and one of the few who remembers (part of) The Way of Jalal

• Sally Bones, the mysterious white cat who lords over the West Side of the city. She knows "The Way"

• Razor, Sally Bones' lieutenant

• Ginger, the ruler of the East Side of the city

• The Contessa, The old woman who owns the family of Jalal

• The Gentleman, a mysterious man who appears one day at the Contessa's house

• The Black Cats, two black cats that accompany The Gentleman; perfect fighting machines that are almost invulnerable

• Cludge, a dog who Varjak meets and who saves him from the Gentleman

• Julius Paw, Varjak's older brother

• Father, Son of Elder Paw, Father of Jay, Jerome, Jethro, Julius, and Varjak

• Aunt Juni, Mother to Jasmine, Aunt to Jay, Jethro, Jerome, Julius, and Varjak

• Mother, Mother of Jay, Jethro, Jerome, Julius, and Varjak

• Holly, Varjak's future mate.

• Tam, a tabby cat and Holly, and Varjak's best friend

• The book's title and protagonist's name come from Said's own cat named Varjak, whose name is a reference to the filmBreakfast at Tiffany's. In the film, one of the main 
characters, Paul Varjak, has written a book called "Nine Lives". When he and another character look for the book in the library catalog, it is listed as "Nine Lives by Varjak, 
Paul".

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/S._F._Said
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dave_McKean
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Varjak_Paw
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nestl%C3%A9_Smarties_Book_Prize
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Varjak_Paw
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Breakfast_at_Tiffany%27s_(film)




Thursday 25th January
To read and respond to a text.
Link to chapter 1.

Who is in Varjak's family?

https://fridaybridge-my.sharepoint.com/personal/dsuttle_fridaybridge_cambs_sch_uk/_layouts/15/onedrive.aspx?login_hint=DSuttle%40fridaybridge%2Ecambs%2Esch%2Euk&id=%2Fpersonal%2Fdsuttle%5Ffridaybridge%5Fcambs%5Fsch%5Fuk%2FDocuments%2FTeacher%2FSpring%202024%2FPlanning%2FEnglish%2FVarjak%20Paw%2FVarjak%2DPaw%20%281%29%2Epdf&parent=%2Fpersonal%2Fdsuttle%5Ffridaybridge%5Fcambs%5Fsch%5Fuk%2FDocuments%2FTeacher%2FSpring%202024%2FPlanning%2FEnglish%2FVarjak%20Paw


What do we learn about Varjak's family?

Elder Paw
Father Paw, Mother Paw,

Juni, Jasmine,
Julius,

Jay, Jethro, Jerome and Varjak. 

For some reason all the young cats except for Varjak have names 
starting with the letter J.

https://varjakpaw.fandom.com/wiki/Elder_Paw
https://varjakpaw.fandom.com/wiki/Father_Paw
https://varjakpaw.fandom.com/wiki/Mother_Paw
https://varjakpaw.fandom.com/wiki/Juni
https://varjakpaw.fandom.com/wiki/Jasmine
https://varjakpaw.fandom.com/wiki/Julius
https://varjakpaw.fandom.com/wiki/Jay
https://varjakpaw.fandom.com/wiki/Jethro
https://varjakpaw.fandom.com/wiki/Jerome
https://varjakpaw.fandom.com/wiki/Varjak


Mesopotamia
What are the 3 countries in Mesopotamia?

Today, Mesopotamia is known as present-day Iraq. In the broader sense, the historical region of 
Mesopotamia included parts of present-day Iran, Kuwait, Syria, and Turkey.

Mesopotamia is thought to be one of the places where early civilization developed. It is a historic 
region of West Asia within the Tigris-Euphrates river.

Mesopotamian Blue





Guided group work

To be a great pet cat what features does a cat need?



Mesopotamian Blue Cats

Create a word bank to describe Mesopotamian Blue cats.
Draw your own picture.



Guided group work

To be a great pet cat what features does a cat need?
affectionate 
Friendly
Gentle
Active
Vigilant
Curious
Inquisitive
Inventive
Smart
Playful
Sleepy
Quiet



Mesopotamian Blue Cats

Create a word bank to describe Mesopotamian Blue cats.
Draw your own picture.

Grey blue in colour, green eyes, special cats, silky, clean





To read and respond.



Varjak's family lived in the Contessa's house and had lived there since Jalal's time.



Varjak wanted to go outside to explore the garden which his family thought was not like a true Mesopotamian Blue.



Varjak saw a mysterious gentleman with two sleek black cats but no-one would believe him.



Elder Paw held a family council meeting to discuss important family matters.



Elder Paw and Father Paw fought over who would be the leader of the family .



Varjak's litter brothers watched as Julius and Varjak fought.



Elder Paw taught Varjak the first three out of seven skills in "The Way of Jalal" until he had remembered them.
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