
The Mysterious Mayans 

Class 4: Spring Term 2018  

Values, PSHE & RE Topics 

Our PSHE this term will focus on It’s Good To Be Me and Relationships.  

In RE, the children will be learning about Christianity and Judaism. Learning 

in RE will take place through music, story telling and creative art.  

PE will be taught by a combination of POSH, Kate Whyborn and Miss Fitz-

patrick. We will be covering Gymnastics, Dance and Invasion Games.  

Computing will continue to be taught independently and through cross cur-

ricular links.  

More about our topic…  

We will be journeying back in time to 2000 BCE to find out about the 

Ancient Mayan culture and civilisation. We will be learning about the 

lifestyle, beliefs and customs of the Mayans and reflecting upon their 

relevance and influence today. Our learning will focus upon the roles of 

individual members of the Mayan society, considering their practices 

and significance. We will also look closely at their inventions, including 

the Mayan calendar and writing system. This will or course lead us to 

the discovery of chocolate! We will be learning about why this now 

tasty treat was important to Mayans and considering how it has devel-

oped throughout history. Inevitably our studies will involve some prod-

uct development of our own and taster testers may be needed! On 

Friday 16th March we will be inviting parents to join us in the afternoon for 

a topic celebration day.  

Make sure you continue to keep an eye on our web page to see 

the fantastic learning taking place!  

English  

In English, we will be continuing to improve our use of 

grammar and punctuation and develop or spelling knowledge 

using the Read Write Inc Programme.  

This term we will be looking at stories from other cultures. 

This links brilliantly with our Mayan topic. We will familiar-

ise ourselves with traditional stories form the Mayan cul-

ture, including the Hero Twins and will produce our own 

narratives inspired by these. This will then lead to our work 

on film narrative.  

After Easter, we will be doing a focused author study , 

looking closely at the work of Micheal Morpurgo. We will 

explore themes which run throughout his texts, look closely 

at authorial style and voice, developing our own responses 

to his narratives. 

Reading for pleasure and enjoyment will continue to lie at 

the heart of our English curriculum. Children will be in-

volved in  guided reading. They will take part in group dis-

cussion and be encouraged to share their own views and 

reading interests.  

Opportunities within all areas of the curriculum will be 

made available for the children to develop their spoken 

language through discussion, drama and performance.  

 

Maths  

Maths will be taught as an individual subject and will continue to adhere to the curriculum objectives. Teaching will enable children to become fluent in    

arithmetic as well as being able to reason and problem solve.  Maths lessons will cover all aspects including, understanding number, using all four operations, 

measurement, geometry and statistics. Pupils will be extended at every opportunity to ensure their potential as mathematicians is achieved.  

Take home task to support work in school  

Design and make your own Mayan temple. Inspired by the remains of the temples which we have looked at you will create your own temple which reflect the 

beliefs and lifestyles of the Mayans. This can be produced using materials of your choice—use your imagination! 

Please hand in on Monday 12th March.  


